CHAPTER A10 A Study Outline Of
Jeremiah with Quotes
and Notes.

This outline is based on the one given in Barclay's 2 volume commentary on Jere-
miah, rather THE DAILY STUDY BIBLE SERIES on the Old Testament that
was added to Barclay's earlier work on the New Testament. Robert Davidson is
the author of the Jeremiah volumes, Professor of OT and Dean of the Faculty
of Divinity at the University of Glasgow. A Longer Outline is almost made avail-
able to you in a free PDF download that is almost a paraphrase, that helps to
summarize all that has been studied in almost 3 years on Jeremiah and Proph-
esy, and will also indicate the weak points in our study that remain to be cov-
ered. Like on all Scripture, which God has given us as guidelines for life, for the
nation, and for our church membership, we want to respect that "All Scripture
is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for
correction, and for instruction in righteousness; that the man of God might be
mature...”

I. The "word of the LORD came” to Jeremiah (chapter 1).

1. Historical Context--history is always important to establish the total con-
text of the prophetic message, which primarily has a message for that day and
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time, but is also Predictive, the predictive part being for both the people of
Jeremiah and later generations like those of today. (1:1-3)

a. The lineage of Jeremiah as a son of one priests among many in the vil-
lage of Anathoth, of the land and tribe of Benjamin.

b. Kings of Judah and during delivery time of the word of God through
Jeremiah: Josiah, the son of Amon; and Jeremiah started preaching during the
13th year of his reign; continued in his prophetic ministry during Jehoiakin, the
son of Josiah.

2. The call of Jeremiah and two visions (1:4-19).
II. God's People, In the Wrong and on the Way to Disaster (chps 2-6)

NOTE: Do you think it would be safe to say the same thing about America
today? That America is the wrong and on the way to a disaster; or my
goodness don't we already have a disaster in the intense series of calami-
ties since 911, the tornadoes, floods, drought and wildfires, the economic
crisis, and the hurricanes like Katrina in New Orleans and Fay on the Texas
coast. The people that consider themselves the most righteous and right
may be wrong and can not see it, the people of the thousands of churches
in Texas, New Mexico, and the rest of the Bible Belt, a group of people
very similar to God's people of the book of Jeremiah, at least so they think
because they are church members.

III. False Religion (Jeremiah 7:1 through 8:3)
1. The Temple Message, An unpopular sermon (7:1-15).

NOTE: All the official prophets and priests had gone bad, and only Jere-
miah was left as a true messenger of God: but so unpopular was the mes-
sage that he preached, unpatriotic, they thought, in that it included
submission to Nebuchadnezzar, the king of Babylon, as the servant of God;
that it reminded them of all their wrongs, they thought were right and
they thought they actually had been preserved as a nation and temple to do
all these abominations; and primarily because of their extreme tolerance
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that allowed them so much IDOLATRY. They just could not make up their
mind who and what was God? Hopefully you will see from these Bible Stud-
ies in Jeremiah, and in particular in the message available for free download
that many false prophets are taking advantage of God's people and churches
with the false gospel of prosperity, these "Popular Preachers of Prosperity”.
In this time of the Falling Away, much like the Backsliding away from God
of Judah, popularity is a curse rather than a blessing: simple because
church members have allowed themselves to become controlled, like the
people of Judah, by their own purpose driven desires and the heaping up of
itching ears Bible teachers that will tell them the comforting things, like
they are God's people, that they want to hear. At the same time the
“heaping up” process of II Timothy 4:3,4 and of the 5 stage Falling, Way
{stage 4 and 5 are backsliding} is both a heaping in of itching ears Bible
teachers and preachers, and a heaping out of preachers of sound doctrine.
{You have noticed even preachers that preach God's real pattern for mar-
riage are run off, especially from fundamentalists churches of the SBC.}

2. The Time for prayer is over (7:16-20), God will no longer listen.
3. A people of God blind to what is most important (7:21-28).

4. A fatal disease (7:29-8:3), God has rejected and forsaken this generation
of His wrath.

IV. The End of the Road (8:4-10:25).
1. Blind complacency (8:4-12), perpetual backsliding without a true course.
2. A people in despair: A prophet in Anguish (8:13-9:1).
3. The Prophet in dis pair (9:2-11).
4. A Time for Mourning (9:12-22).
NOTE: Could in it be in the light of the intense series of calamities since

911, that it is time for mourning in America? I know a lot of people in
Joplin, Birmingham, and New Orleans are mourning the lose of things and
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life; but it that what God is really after in the sending of all these calam-
ities?

"Who is the man so wise that he can understand this? To whom has the
mouth of the Lord spoken, that he may declare it? Why is the land ruined
and laid waste like a wilderness {sound like something you have seen in
America recently, for example Joplin looks like a wilderness remains of a
war zone, and perhaps that is what it is, God's war zone to get the atten-
tion of the Bible belt}, so that no one passes through? And the Lord says:
‘Because they have forsaken my law which I set before them {you know the
real understanding of the laws of the 10 commandments is enough warning
for chastisement of God's people by calamities, surely Missouri got that and
the Bible belt of Alabama, Memphis, and New Orleans}, and have not
obeyed my voice {if you really have the 9 month new birth, then the Spirit
is a voice in your conscience}, or walked in accord with it, but have stub-
bornly followed {you know, I think in the responsive interviews of the vic-
tims we see more determinative and stubbornness to just keep going like
before and to with determinative re-establish the same old routines of the
American Way of Life, these are our ways and doings} their own hearts
{yes, it has become very popular for personal wants to be the purpose
driven motivations for your Christian life and for your church life above
“the glory of God"} and have gone after the Baals {you of the moral major-
ity say, ‘well, we are not guilty here”, but the word of God says to the
moral majority in Romans 2:22, “"You who abhor idols, do you rob temples”,
and you do that as your personal driven purposes make both your house of
worship and your own temple of God into a desecration for personal usages-
-even usage of a house of God for other than the glory of God is desecra-
tion and the robbing of temples, IDOLATRY if you would, and that is the
primary Baals of America}, as their fathers taught them {this present gen-
eration, like in Judah, are as much the victims of their heritage as they
are the blessing of their heritage}. Therefore thus says the Lord of
hosts, the God of Israel {we need to know Who He is}: Behold, I will feed
the people with wormwood, and give them poisonous water to drink. {Does
that sound like the God you know: then if not you have created in your own
mind an image of god that is false, and that also is IDOLATRY.} I will
scatter them among the nations whom neither they nor their fathers have
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known; and I will send the sword after them, until I have consumed them.”
(Jeremiah 9:12-16)

NOTE: Those who refuse the recognize the “"sword” as part of 6od through
Christ's cleaning out all His enemies on the great and notable day of the
LORD, fail to acknowledge much of the Bible.

5. For “the glory of God" (9:23-10:16)

NOTE: Surely we see that America is glorying in its wisdom of education,
science, technology, weapons systems and democracy: glorying in the might
of its military that leads the world; glorying in the prosperity and the
opportunities for greed...

"...but let him who glories glory in this, that he understands and know me,
that I am the Lord who practise steadfast love, justice, and righteousness
in the earth; for in these thing I delight, says the Lord.” (9:24)

Exactly who are we trying to please or impress when as part of the patriotism of
the American Democratic Faith we practice the extremes of toleration {it has
come about to be intolerance of sound doctrine like on God's pattern for
marriage and homosexuality and righteousness}. Certainly it is not the God of
the Universe, and supposedly the God of America in whom "we trust”, the God
Who delights in righteousness, steadfast love, and justice. In the name of 911,
we have adopted many unjust and unChristian practices like torture of prisoners
{which by the way as we ar ewarned by John McCain will come back in the future
to haunt our American military prisoners}, spying on law abiding and harmless
citizens with the patriot act, the bending through press and government the
assumption under law that a person is innocent until proven guilty, giving more
rights and privacy to the accuser than to the accused. If not God, who are we
trying to impress with the extremes of toleration like for Muslims and homosex-
uals and business without the former control of competition and prices. The
only obvious answer is that we are trying to impress ourselves as a nation, that
is of some dream of extreme democracy that we have in our mind that is ficti-
tious because the rich continue o get richer, greed is rampant, and the poor
continue in get poorer in the land of the free and the home of the brave. Are
we trying to impress other nations of the world on "democracy”, when we know
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that the "Future of the Middle East”, according to the Bible is that the whole
world except the camp of the saints will come against Jerusalem to destroy,
and then is when God will intervene to terminate this old world in favor of a new
one with new people!

We must think God is a simpleton {thereby creating an idol in our own
mind} that He does not know in Missouri and Mississippi and Alabama and New
Orleans that all this church attendance is being done for reasons other than
His glory; that this greed does not come from Him, nor the gospel of prosperity
and health. That He does not see through to the hearts of the Moral Majority
that think they are so right, and yet violate one by one each week the real
meaning and heart of the 10 commandments, the same Moral Majority who
thinks that the American Democratic faith rather than the faith of the Bible
and of the real God is what is going to save them!

6. Tragedy and Response (10:17-25), God is going to 'sling them out of the
land”, and the response {which reminds us of the response in interviews of many
of the residents of Missouri, Alabama, and New Orleans, it is the stoic response
of the people of Jerusalem and Judah, "Truly this is an affliction, and I must
bear it." (10:19). Never a, "I must do better”, or "We must change’, or "we were
warned in the Bible and my Bible messages”; but boo, hoo we are victims. And
they are, but victims of their own "ways and doings”.

V. The Man of Action and Inner Conflicts (Jeremiah 11-20).

Do you think that you are among the only of God's people that have ever suf-
fered the mental and emotional conflicts and anguish, even grief, of calamities
from God for chastisement? The way these conflicts are resolved is what is
important, with or without God and the Word of God or with God!

1. The Broken Covenant and its dire consequences (11:1-17).

You know if you break the law, you can in general expect to be caught up with,
and if you Moral Majority really break the law of the 10 commandments that
you perceive to keep, then God is going to catch up with you eventually; either
now in a calamity of the first kind to get you to do better, or at the end of time
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in the supreme calamity on the whole world that the great and notable day of
the LORD and Lord.

2. The cost of being a Prophet (11:18-12:6).

Most evangelists, pastors, and even active church members today have been
misled by false popular preachers into being that the cost of faith is the gospel
of prosperity and health. Primarily they preach that because that is what they
practice, and they want you to listen to their message in spite of your visuals on
the expensive suits and jewelry and jet planes. Whatever happened to the
Christian saying from the Bible, "All that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suf-
fer persecution?” (IT Timothy 3:12) These popular preachers of prosperity are
being punished because they do not have the best suits, or best airplanes, best
houses, and best cars! Something is wrong here, because every one, including
the Lord Jesus Christ Himself, that lived godly in Christ Jesus suffered perse-
cution not prosperity and health. You know on the other hand that Satan takes
aside every worker for Jesus, and says to him, "I will give you all this wealth,
and status, and all these things of the world you see if you will only bow down
and worship me"; thus they create an idol of Satan who is supernatural but not a
God.

3. The Lord of all Nations (12:7-17).

There is something in Jeremiah and all the Prophet for all nations, because
whether you admit it or not God is the LORD of hosts, the God of all, Gentiles
and Jews, the LORD God that made all and all of us.

NOTE: About Egypt, have you noted that the Lord of all nations in Isaiah
19:18 and following even predicts that someday Egypt will turn to God and
even adopt the language of Judah. Listen to the quote from Oswalt in the
NEW INTERNATIONAL COMMMENTARY on Isaiah:

"So Isaiah says that Egypt’s turn to God will be so complete that some cities will
go so far as to adopt even the language of Judah. Whether we ought to expect
this event to come to pass in a literal way then becomes secondarily to the
major concern: will Egypt one day turn to God in a radical way? To that we may
answer a resounding yes!”
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And perhaps a bigger surprise than that is the friendship predicted for Israel,
Egypt, and Assyria {now Iraqi).

“In that day {that day is the key to when this will really happen and is a
prevalent key to understanding in the book of Isaiah} there will be a high-
way from Egypt to Assyria, and Assyria will come to Egypt and Egypt to
Assyria and Egypt will serve God with Assyria.” (Isaiah 19:23)

"In that day”, the key to when; and as Oswalt writes:

" The section (Isaiah 19:16-25) is marked by five repetitions of "in that day”
{verses 16,18,19,23, and 24} which make it plain that the prophet sees these
events as occurring in the ends times, or at least at the point where God takes
decisive action in world events.”

NOTE: Certainly we must believe as with all the Prophets, and after we
distinguish between just days of the LORD where there are either/or
blessing or curses from God of an immediate in history nature, or the great
and final, notable day of the LORD of Acts 2 and Joel 2; that such a pro-
phetic prediction applies to the new earth where all nations live in peace
centered around the new Jerusalem lowered down from heaven, God dwells
on the new earth with all peoples, and all come to Jerusalem {Judah} to
worship God. They all adopt the new language of Jesus! Also certainly the
great and notable day of the LORD and Lord, also at the Second Coming of
Christ is the time, that one day of the LORD and Lord, when “"God takes
decisive action in world events”, not that in the many calamities of the
first, second, and third kind He is not take a lesser decisive action now in
world events, especially in America where He wants the attention of God's
people! You may want to view the PowerPoint slide download on the Prophet
Joel {Link to www.biblecombibleman.com/joel.ppt}, perhaps the best of the
Prophets where you can distinguish both the three kinds of calamities and
the two or three kings of the day of the LORD.

4. The spoiled linen waistcloth (13:1-14), God will spoil the pride of Judah
and the great pride of Jerusalem.
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NOTE: For more, see "All the Proud Men” Bible Study session on Jeremiah
and Prophesy.

5. Final Words of Warning (13:15-27).

“"And if you say in your heart {interviewees on TV often do say what they
are thinking as they must be Americans with a stoic, frontier-like attitude,
but what they say to themselves in their heart is significant}, 'Why have
these things come upon me?' {Don't you know that is always the question in
Joplin, or Birmingham, or New Orleans, or Memphis, "why has this calamity
happened to me?“} it is for the greatness of your iniquity that your skirts
are lifted p, and you suffer violence.” (Jeremiah 13:23)

6. A National Crisis (14:1-16), God will consume this people by the calamities
of “sword, famine, and by pestilence".

a. The Word of God that came to Jeremiah concerning the drought in
Judah that caused the people to mourn (14:1-6)

(1). The Calamity of the Drought {God tries again}

"Her nobles send their servants for water: they come to the cisterns, they
find no water, they return with their vessels empty {this is not figurative
or spiritualizing as fundamentalists like to do, this is a real drought--you
know how even B.H. Carroll likes to consider the locust plague of Joel as
representing an army, not able to really bring himself to all this chastise-
ment on God's people}. they are ashamed and confounded and cover their
heads. Even the hind in the field forsakes her newborn calf because there
is no grass. {ranchers and farmers in New Mexico and Texas are selling and
killing their cattle now because of the drought's effect on their feed}. The
wild asses stand on the bare heights, they pant for air like jackals: they
eyes fail because there is no herbage.

(2). The responsive prayers of the people in their homes and in the
places of worship, it sounds so real and close to repentance, reminding one of

the earlier reformation in Judah under the Republican Josiah?.
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“Though our iniquities testify against us {like in American churches where
the common saying is that we are sinners, we admit it, but we are trying},
act, O Lord {You 6od, just must do something about this drought calamity},
for thy name's sake {like today, church members think anything is God to
be answered by God in spite of their "ways and doings” if they only pray in
the name of 6od or Christ, almost like in the worship of the Temple where
the people prayed "We are delivered to do all these abominations”, some
think and say that God is obligated because of what He said in the Bible,
honestly evangelists use the phrase "put God in a box".}

Well, no God does not always deliver you from drought and other calamities in
spite of your abominations of internal 10 commandment violations, of the heart
more than of the behavior.

"...for our backslidings are many {this nation of God's own people at least
knew that their backslidings after from God in spite of frequent temple
attendance, it seems the many churches of America do not know yet, but
you know they are thinking about it as the intense series of calamities con-
tinue since 911}, we have sinned against thee.” {You know most pastors and
church members would think and say ‘well, this right here will do it as they
admitted sin in the sight of God: however they do not stop to think that
previously in chapter 7 God had stopped after hundreds of years and warn-
ings, had stopped listening to their prayers, and in the same time sequence
that was God's message daily to the people of Judah.}

NOTE: There is a time for everything in the sight of God, of salvation, of
prayer, of listening to prayer and of answer prayer: and a time of action
by 6od on His own people when they refuse to listen, you might call it a
point of no return. One is reminded of the Scripture in Hebrews, "Now is
the time..."” by the way primarily written to believers; and "Beware, breth-
ren lest there be in your an evil heart of unbelief in departing from the liv-
ing God.”

1. Morality without reality; impression without heart; and reformation without revival and repentance.
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"O thou hope of Israel, its saviour in time of trouble, why shouldst thou be
a stranger in the land, like a wayfarer who turns aside to tarry for night?

Don't forget that this is the same 70 influential leaders that weekly in the tem-
ple basement would bow to the 70 different idols of Judah, trying to cover all
bases of gods, and who knowingly violated at heart the 10 commandments, and in
fact also by behavior, taking that as part of the religion, especially of idols, that
delivered their nation and comfort, like the women said as in Egypt af ter escape
from the destruction in Jerusalem, "when we worshipped and served the Queen
of Heaven, we had "plenty of food, were well off, and saw no trouble” (Jeremiah
44:17), further they said and their husbands backed them that their forefa-
thers had taught them to continue in the worship of these idols--what are we
saying, that these people were hypocritical in their prayers, yes.

"Why should thou be like a man confused, like a mighty man who cannot save?"”

They actually thought they could con God into salvation; showing a definite lack
of respect for God and spiritual realities! This also is IDOLATRY, creating an
unrealistic image of God, and philosophy of the nation, that is very unlike the
real God of the Universe. It is almost as if they were putting the Great God of
Israel and the Bible on the same level as the 70 gods of idols of Israel.

"Yet thou, O Lord, art in the midst of us {that was a lie, God had already
departed from them; and God through Jeremiah in the temple message
called it a lie that any more this was the temple of God}, and we are called
by thy name {always the out excuse, we are called by the name of 6od and
Christ}; leave us not.”

(3). Well, let's see in Jeremiah 14:10-16 what was the Response of God
Himself to this hypocritical but seeming so repentant and heart rendering
prayer, sort of like " God save me from this mess that I got myself in, and
against which you often have warned me during the last hundred years."

[1]. God at least does acknowledge them as His people in the answer to the
prayer of the nation above (14:10), "Thus says the Lord concerning this people..."
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[2}. These people love to wander, and they have not wisely chosen proper paths
for their feet in daily life (14:10b).

[3]. Itis too late; "NO" is the answer to their prayer; but more than that
"therefore the Lord does not accept them, rather...

[4] They are without forgiveness as "He will remember their iniquity” (14:10c),
and further will *punish” their sins.

NOTE: By the way, how is 6od to punish or chastise their sins, by contin-
ued calamities which will lead to a very large calamity of the destruction of
Jerusalem, and even beyond that to a possible punishment of the great and
notable day of the LORD and Lord. Alias, a rejection of them as the peo-
ple of God, at least some of them, always remember that there was Jere-
miah in Judah, Ezekiel and Daniel and his 3 friends in Babylon, and perhaps
even like in Israel during the days of Elijah there “"were 7,000 {unknown to
the Prophet but to God} that had not bowed the knee to Baal”.}.

(3). Then in 19:11,12, God turned to His Prophet Jeremiah to tell him what
he must do and not do.

"The Lord said to me: ‘Do not pray for the welfare of this people {can we
always pray for the welfare of a people in calamity like in America now,
people we know to live in the wrong at home and at church, people that had
all the right answers before they lost everything}. Though they fast, I will
not hear their cry, and though they offer burnt offering and cereal offer-
ing, I will not accept them; but I will consume them by the sword, by fam-
ine, and by pestilence.” (Jeremiah 19:11,12)

(4). Jeremiah's response to God was about what the official Prophets of
the nation were telling the people (19:13).

"Then I said, Ah, Lord God, behold, the prophets say to them, "You shall
not see the sword, nor shall you have famine, but I will give you assured
peace in this place.” (Jeremiah 19:13)
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Surely this reminds one of a certain pastor of a large and influential church in
Houston, Texas now telling his people in light of the obvious nature of the
intense series of calamities since 911, “All you have to do is wait with faith for 2
years, then there will be either an oil well or a gold mine in your yard.”

(5). What God replied about these official Prophets of Jerusalem and
Judah.

"And the Lord said to me: ‘The prophets are prophesying lies in my name; I
did not send them, nor did I command them or speak to them. They are
prophesying to you a lying vision, worthless divination, and the deceit of
their own minds. Therefore thus says the Lord concerning the prophets who
prophesy in my name although I did not send them, and who say, 'Sword and
famine shall not come on this land': By sword and famine those prophets
shall be consumed. And the people to whom they prophesy shall be cast out
in the streets of Jerusalem, victims of famine and sword, with none to bury
them--then their wives, their sons, and their daughters. For I will pour
out their wickedness upon them.” (Jeremiah 14:14-16)

7. Further lament and comment (14:17-15:4).
8. Jerusalem left to her fate as determined by God (15:5-9).
9. Inner Struggles of Jeremiah (15:10-21).

10. Normal life at an end (16:1-13).

NOTE: Oh my, could America and American churches now be at that status
of a end to the normal life of comfort, security, and peace. Is it not pos-
sible for another nation of God's people, if they show the same “ways and
doings” as Judah before 587 B.C., for God to reject them, no longer listen
to their prayers, or accept them. At least, you must accept the possibility
it can happen again! Granted that the most religious people that every lived
were in Jerusalem, in 587 B.C. and in the time of Christ, and you see what
history has done to them. Recently the prime minister of Israel said, "His-
tory is not going to give us another chance”.
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11. Light in the Midst of Darkness (16:14-21), restoration to the Land and,
God giving back the land o Israel, God will repay double for the sins of Israel's
oppressors; and God will “this once cause them to know", the Gentiles who come
to God saying, "Will a man make gods for himself, which are not gods?"

12.

13.

The Indelible Mark of Sin (17:1-4).

The Choice--Trust in man or trust in God, trust in other nations around

you or frust in God (17:5-8).

14.
15.
26.
27.
28.
29.

30.

31

Folly, Hope, and a Cry for Help (17:9-18).
Sermon on Sabbath Observance (17:19-27).

In the Potter's Workshop (18:1-12).

Strangely Unnatural Conduct (18:13-17).
Opposition and a Vitriolic Response (18:18-23).
The broken jar and its consequences (19:1-20:6).
Insidious Doubt and Confident Faith (20:7-13).

The Depths of Despair (20:14-18).

V. Kings and Prophets (Jeremiah 21-23).

VI. Words of Hope and Judgement (Jeremiah 24,25).

VII. A Marked Man (Jeremiah 26-29).

VIII. A Future Bright With Hope (30-33).

IX. Stormy Petrel of the Jerusalem Scene (34-39).

X. Fall of Jerusalem (39:1-18).

140
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XI. After the Holocaust (40-45).
XII. Ruler of All Nations (45-51).

XIII. Epilogue (Jeremiah 52).

NDT, Jeremiah and Prophesy 141



Calamities Chase Chastisement

142 NDT, Jeremiah and Prophesy



CHAPTER A11 One Baptism LS
the One Salvation.

Unfortunately, most generally the custom is to think of "baptism” as what takes place
in the baptistry of the church. Not so in the Bible of Jesus and the Apostles where
"baptism” most generally refers to what takes place inside the life of the believer
before entrance into the baptistry. All the great teaching scriptures about baptism
from Romans, Peter, and Jesus are more concerned with the internal change in the
believer when they believe that is created by the Holy Spirit of God. Believe is what
we do for salvation: baptism is what God does inwardly in the believer when there is
real faith. Granted, baptism in the baptistry {which could even be a river as in the
case of the water baptism of Jesus by John the Baptist} is instructed by Jesus as
an act of obedience, and it does preach a message of salvation that should have already
happened inside the believer; but far more important is the inward change of baptism
by the Spirit of God, that can be called nothing less than salvation. Why do you think in
the seven major doctrines of Ephesians salvation is not in the summary of all the
majors such as one God, one Christ, one Spirit, one body, one faith. Well, that is cov-
ered by the one baptism. Who is saved above, Jesus said, "He who believes and is bap-
tized"? We believe and God baptizes through the Spirit and based on what Jesus did
on the cross. Would you not much rather have God's baptism than any other baptism,
no matter how outlandish the claim is about the benefits of baptism by this or the
other church?

At first it may seem strange to take a verse from the last chapter in Mark to introduce
a volume on the life and writings of the Apostle Paul, but not as much so when you con-
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sider that these are words from the Great Commission itself from the Risen Christ,
just before His Ascension. As Jesus for 40 days made resurrection appearances to
disciples, their slowness to believe (Mark 16:11, 16:13, and 16:14) made it evident to
Him that another Apostle was needed. In a few years, and after a couple of appear-
ances from the Ascended Christ {on the road to Damascus and later extensive teaching
from the Ascended Christ in Saudi Arabia}, that Apostle would be converted from the
Saul who persecuted Christians to the Apostle Paul who would practice beyond any all
the implications of the Great Commission. This Apostle Paul as a lawyer of the Hebrews
would have unique knowledge of the Old Testament once “the veil had been taken away
from his eyes, and Paul would later write in Romans of what kept most of the religious
leaders—chief priests, Pharisees, Sadducees, scribes, and Herodians—from under-
standing the oracles of God of their own nation. The Apostle Paul as a Roman citizen
would have the legal protection of the Roman government like was needed later at
Ephesus when they sought to kill him during the Second Missionary journey, would have
as a Roman scholar the ability to speak with "new tongues“--one of the signs Jesus pre-
dicted would follow those who did "believe” (Mark 16:17), and would have personal and
intfimate knowledge in high and low places of the members of the Roman Empire to
whom Christ commissioned him to take the Gospel, first to the Jews but primarily to
the Gentiles.

{Recall that a few years after the Messiah was cutoff, the Jews as a nation were
likewise cutoff as the chosen nation of God, going into that period of abomination
of desolation where they would no longer have “eyes to see and ears to hear”; and
that only approximately 100,000 in the days of Acts and the first few centuries
were converted in the short period after the Crucifixion, 5,000 at the first day
of Pentecost after the Resurrection.} Paul would be the Apostle of choice by the
Ascended Christ, and His “alter ego“—the Holy Spirit--to take the Gospel of the king-
dom of the Lord Jesus Christ to the Gentiles; at the same time, explaining what both
happened to the Jews as the former chosen nation of God, and how the Gentiles would
with the “Fullness of the Gentiles" take their place in the kingdom of God. {That man-
tle of Gentile leadership we know from history and church history fell on the
United States, until recently, as America became the leader among the believers
of the world: and as the US sent missionaries to every nation of the world in obe-
dience to the great commission.}

"Believe and be baptized"”, words from Jesus Himself, best summarize the message
that Paul delivered to the Roman Empire. It also best summarizes the many messages
that Paul delivered in Jewish synagogues and Gentile houses throughout the Empire in
two missionary journeys; and in the most significant and lasting influence in the Gentile
world with a few Jews, the writing of 14 New Testament books and the sponsorship of
3 more. You know how a decision made by early church fathers about a New Testament
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Canon included the criterion of authorship by an apostle or an associate of an Apostle;
but a little known fact which can only come out of the internal evidences of the New
Testament is the supposition that Paul left manuscripts and parchments {those same
books and parchments that Paul requested Timothy to bring to prison in Rome while Dr.
Luke was there, and at the same time to bring John Mark since he was profitable to
Paul's ministry as chief editor of the New Testament (II Timothy 4:11-13)} for John
Mark and Dr. Luke to write respectively Mark, Luke, and Acts. Stop to think about it a
few moments since hindsight is better than foresight; and since we can look back over
the actual history of the last two thousand years, realizing that the total influence the
books of the Apostle Paul is much greater, by any measure you might chose, than the
influence of his missionary journeys. Instead of extending approximately one century
as did the influence of His immediate life and journeys, the 14 letters with three sup-
plements have extended for over two thousand years. And to think that this was not in
the plan of God and the implementation in the kingdom of Christ is as foolish as over-
looking the ways God has worked and continues to work in history as the Great Maker
of History, the same truth noted by the Apostle James at the great Jerusalem confer-
ence when after quoting from Amos 9:11,12, says “known to God from eternity are all
His works." (Acts 15:18)

"Believe and be baptized" best summarizes the message that is needed today to explain
why the local churches and denominations are about to be overwhelmed by the tares as
in the Falling Away of IT Thessalonians and Daniel, as "the power of the holy people is
completely shattered” (Daniel 12:7). We in the kingdom of God and of Christ have never
learned the details of the parable of the seed and the sower, or some of the details of
that parable has become part of the ftime and doctrine we will no longer be endured
during the Falling Away. Remember the part where church members, whose hearts like
seed sown on stony ground, receive initially the Word with so much enthusiasm {the
exact words of the explanation of Jesus in Mark 4:13-20 is "immediately receive it with
gladness"} that it is interpreted by the evangelist and local church as a conversion, then
how Jesus explains that, having no root and because of persecutions and tribulations
for the word's sake, they endure only for a time and stumble. Like the citizens of Jeru-
salem during the day of the Prophet Jeremiah, who lived as they wanted during the
week then came to the temple on the Sabbath to say "We Are Safe” (Jeremiah 7:10),
we also think we are safe in our beautiful, comfortable, and many church buildings, not
realizing that the bad behavior of church members, like of the temple attendees, has
overtaken us (IT Timothy 3:1-9), that our intolerance of sound doctrine has sealed the
God determined fate of our demise (II Timothy 4:1-4), that we have completed our
usefulness as a nation to God in the evangelization of the world and in the Fullness of
the Gentiles, and that our pride in Bible knowledge, Bible teachers, and preachers has
really become more the vast “heaping up of teachers with itching ears” (I Timothy 4:1-
4) of the end time false prophets and teachers more than any signs of revival. What we
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really have in our nation is not signs for encouragement among the few truly members
of God's kingdom who remain, sort of like the thousands who had not bowed to Baal
during the time of Elijah, is a like in all the times of the OT Prophets a lot of false
prophets saying peace when there is no peace, a lot of pastors and teachers convincing
their audiences that they are the people of God when there is only a remnant of those
people left in the whole nation, and an innumerable heaping up of misleading teachers
that help place a fortress of protection and security, and by the way ignorance, around
the so-called "people of God" of many churches and denominations. We are far too
"folerant” today and in our country to admit that Satan has placed the tares in the
churches and kingdom for the very purpose of subversion and destruction. Look again
carefully at the parable of tares and wheat taught by Jesus and as explained by Jesus
to His disciples, and if you can not find eyes to see and ears to hear this parable with
explanation then you like most religious leaders of Jesus' day do not have the spiritual
understanding of the ASI {Authorized Semi-Public Interpretation}. What you see and
hear Jesus saying is that "the enemy who sowed them is the devil” (Matthew 13:39),
and if the Devil sowed those tares in the churches as well as in the larger kingdom then
like the nature of Satan Himself as destructive and as a liar, then the tares in the local
churches and denominations have the same goals as Satan himself, that of THE LIE
and lies, deception, and destruction. Of course, if your sound doctrine has never pro-
gressed to the extent of believing in Satan as the prince and power of this world, then
your doctrine will also "be slow to believe” all the Prophets and Apostles said of both
Jesus and Satan!

"Believe and be baptized" is the message that Jesus wants to spread His influence in
this time as in the time of the 12 Apostles. It is the complete message that will go
beyond initial "belief” only which can not save to the "uttermost”; that is, can not save
to the extent of a corresponding inner change which is nothing less than a 9 month new
birth, a progressing sanctification, and then a glorification that is a real visual of
Christ in the finalized kingdom of the new heavens and new earth! As I told a Chinese
friend recently, one who was surprised that a simple belief could bring salvation, there
are two “beliefs" in the Bible as the Apostle James makes clear. There is one belief
which the devil have and tremble, knowing the facts of hell and their God determined
fate there and of their fall; and then there is another faith, one which shows itself in
works and that is a righteousness by faith apart from works. This later faith which
saves and coverts all the way, and with an adequate concept and more importantly prac-
tice of a 9 month new birth as contrasted to an instantaneous new birth of the funda-
mentalists and of the immediate joy of the seed on stony ground, is the "believe” of
Jesus that is coupled with the power of God acting on that individual belief summa-
rized as "and be baptized”. Sorry if you thought “"and be baptized" related to water
baptism. NO, NO, and NO, NO, and NO. It is the "baptism” that Paul speaks of most
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often in the book of Romans; it is the baptism that Paul writes of most often in his 14
letters; it is the “"one baptism"” of Ephesians; and most importantly it is the "and be bap-
tized" that Jesus gives to all His disciples as a great commission. If you do not see this
on the positive side of Mark 16:16 where you have the two divisions in "believe and be
baptized”, one you do in the exercise of your freedom of choice and then the second
which God does on you in response to the proper belief and attitude of repentance and
belief which when He sees, He starts an act of God in you; then you should see it in the
negative side of Mark 16:16—that is, in the "but he who does not believe will be con-
demned.” You know and T know if Jesus had made water baptism necessary for salva-
tion, in spite of all seeing it as a work rather than of grace, he would have said
something like, "but he who does not believe and be baptized will be condemned”. Right,
you know it to be frue even though you must face up to an onslaught on unsound doc-
trine to the contrary. Popularity of Bible teaching, like a best-seller, is now a bad sign;
and the popularity of many Bible teachers, both male and female, is a sign of how far we
are into itching ears and the time of itching ears teachers as in “the time will come
when they will not endure sound doctrine, but according to their own desires, because
they have itching ears, they will heap up for themselves teachers; and they will turn
their ears away from the truth, and be furned aside to fables.” (IT Timothy 4:3,4) I
would have to say, like Jesus said of His first disciples who at first would not endure
the sound doctrine of His resurrection, that you “are slow to believe” the signs in your
local churches, in the denominations, and in particular the signs of the warfare in the
SBC, if you can not see in all this, and more, the signs of the Falling Away as given by
the Apostle Paul and the Holy Spirit of God in the two verses of IT Timothy 4:3,4.
What you do see in your local churches, denominations, and the larger kingdom of God
is: (1) a vast heaping up of popular Bible teachers in conferences, on television, and in
books and on the radio {have you ever seen or heard of so many Bible teachers and
preachers, and does it not for even one second make you stop to think of how Jesus and
the Apostles, especially Paul, told you that there would be many false prophets and
teachers—and where do you think those are coming from}; (2) the motivation for such
church members is twofold—(a) they have passed beyond ignorance of sound doctrine
to a point of no return where they "will not endure sound doctrine”, and this intolerance
toward sound doctrine is aided by an increased popularity in the churches and denomi-
nations which they detect so that they "can come out”, so to speak; and (b) it is moti-
vated by “their own desires” for comfort, security, inertia—in that they have a desire
for things to stay like they know them, they like their lack of root convictions, they
have become comfortable with their cares of this world and the things of this world,
they like the deceitfulness of riches of the Gospel of Prosperity and the corollary of
success; (3) the turning of ears away from truth while like the religious leaders of
Jesus' day practicing vain worship with a substitution of the teachings of men for the
doctrines of God came so slow and gradual with years as to be unnoticed, and they like
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the people of Plato who lived under ground so that they though the reflected light to
be the real light, the vast number of church members foday do not know that they
have turned info fables.

Jesus said certain "signs” would follow along with the believers.

"And these signs will follow those who believe: In My name they will cast out
demons; they will speak with new tongues: they will take up serpents; and if they
drink anything deadly, it will by no means hurt them: they will lay hands on the
sick, and they will recover.” (Mark 16:17,18)

Instead of these signs in our churches today, we have the signs of the Falling Away
such as (1) distortions of God's concept of marriage among church members; (2) the
taking of God's name in vain as a common practice among church members so that like in
Romans 1, men consider by themselves as teachers of the law have become something
else, the name of God is blasphemed throughout the world; (3) the popularity of Bible
teachers with itching ear teachings, especially as related to the Gospel of Prosperity,
success, the cares of this world, and the deceitfulness of riches, in churches and out-
side in the larger kingdom; (4) the rebellion against the authority of Christ in churches
as trusted in the pastors with the unheard of large number, in the name of democracy,
who run of f their pastors, choosing ones less demanding in the preaching of the Word:;
(B) the accepted but bad church behavior of church members like that enumerated in
IT Timothy 3:1-9 where they exhibit a form of godliness but deny the power and pres-
ence of God; (6) the unrighteous and rebellious gap between churches and Christ that
most see with any spiritual understanding at all; and (7) the warfare between “funda-
mentalists” and "moderates”, between the Texas State Baptist Convention and the
present leadership of the SBC, a warfare that started in this largest Protestant
denomination in the world 20 years ago as Criswell announced for his cohorts like Stan-
ley, Rogers, Falwell, and LeHaye that "they would keep fighting until one side or the
other won", and which the fundamentalists did until they took control of the SBC, the
kind of fighting which shows a bad spirit even if you can not see the non-conservative
nature of the fundamentalist's superficial, hunt and peck method of Bible interpreta-
tion, a method based more on Scoffield notes than on real ASI Bible. {You don't think
this has hurt the SBC; well, it is all over in a matter of a short time for the SBC
unless the real southern Baptists rise up to take control of their own convention,
which can hardly take place during the time of the Falling Away as the Holy Spirit
is withdrawn and as the power of the holy people is completely shattered. In other
words, don't plan for it to happen!} Granted that some of the signs which follow
legitimate believers mentioned above are still going on with a very small scale and hid-
den from most, even like the healing work of God that Jesus said He saw God doing
before His life on earth and which is still going on. Granted likewise that many tares
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and the leaders of tares have learned to simulate the signs of Jesus, like Jannes and
Jambres to simulate the works of God up to a certain point, and then join the people of
God when they can no longer simulate. However these signs did follow the life, teaching
and preaching of the Apostle Paul as we will look at in this volume from the book of
Acts.

The ASI

One last piece of housekeeping remains in the Preface before we continue in chapter 1
with the Ministry of the Apostle Paul as chief editor of the New Testament. That is an
explanation of ASI for Authorized Semi-Public Interpretation. You have suspected
that there is one legitimate interpretation of the Bible based on the Scripture, “no
prophesy of Scripture is of any private interpretation” (IT Peter 1:20); and therefore
that we come closest to that one interpretation when we chose a "public” method of
interpretation over a "private” method of interpretation such as the exclusive method
of Scoffield and the living legends in their own minds of the fundamentalists. However
an understanding of parables as Jesus taught it, and in particular an understanding of
how “all things are given in parables” as Jesus also taught in order that only real disci-
ples, not the tares, would understand, then we are lead beyond "private” and "public” to
Semi-Public. Hence the "S" of Semi-Public in the ASI. Yet this is only the beginning of
the AST method of interpretation which you must come to appreciate more fully in this
volume, even as in the other "from the Apostles and Prophets” approach of the LEARN
CHRIST commentaries and first developed in all the Old Testament quotes in the New
Testament of volume 1, "The Prophets and Apostles”; and here in this volume where you
will find Paul often quoting from the OT, explaining what they said under the leadership
of the Holy Spirit, and before that in the so-called seven silent years at Tarsus as he
read back through the Law and the Prophets according to what the Ascended Christ
taught him in Arabia, recording on a parchment OT quotes for future NT writings, his
and those for John Mark and Luke. I don't know how to explain the comfort of the AST
to you, except to say that it can change your life and your Bible study to extensively
correlate what the Prophets said with what Jesus and the Apostles said {at the same
time just letting the Bible say what the Bible wants to say, the Bible is a consistent
whole from the mind and heart of God so that if you miss that consistency you miss the
truth of God, and remembering that the sum of the total is greater than the sum of the
individual parts}, and vice versa; and while a few minor problems may remain in your
Bible study, you will pass far beyond that popular attitude of not reading the Bible
because their are oo many interpretations and denominations, if not all the way to an
extreme comfort in the soundness of the doctrines to which you hold! {Don't fret over
it at this point in the volume, we will continue to discuss and explain it, according
to Jesus, the Apostles, and the Prophetsl}

The LEARN CHRIST commentaries
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By the way in the form of general information, the four volumes of the LEARN CHRIST
commentaries are as follows.

volume 1: "Prophets and Apostles”, the OT according to the NT.
2: "Christ for Individuals”, the five books of the Apostle John.
3: "Believe and Be Baptized”, the 14 letters of the Apostle Paul.
4: “Christ, Paul, and the Falling Away”, the book of Hebrews.
5: "The Message of the Writing Prophets”, 19 Prophets of the OT.

If you desire some additional reading on doctrine and what is happening in churches
and the kingdom of God in our challenging times of the Falling Away, the following con-
servative, evangelical, and up to date books are recommended.

1. "Some Sounds of Sound Faith", 10 very basic teachings of the Bible on majors.
2."Snatching, Stumbling, and the Falling Away versus Security of the Believer”.
3."A Cup of Water"”, a condensed version of Mark with comments.

4. "What Churches Don't Want You to Hear!".

And in the usage of abbreviations, you will find OT and NT for respectively Old Testa-
ment and New Testament; and as you have also found in this introduction, you will find
ASI for Authorized Semi-Public Interpretation. If in the reference to a quote from
the Scripture the version is not listed, it is assumed to be either the New King James
Version (NKJV) or King James Version (KJV) unless otherwise stated as for example in
the case of the New International Version (NIV) which is so popular in the outstanding
and conservative NEW INTERNATIONAL COMMENTARIES. It hardly matters about
the translation if you are willing to meet the other Bible standards for understanding,
especially that one mentioned by Jesus as knowing the doctrine if you are willing to do
the will of God and Jesus; and a corresponding negative outcome, so prevalent among
would-be Bible scholars such as the PhD's of the "Jesus Seminar”, which also explains
so many false interpretations and how the majority never understand the Bible the
spiritual. Some of my favorites through the 50 years of personal Bible study and for-
mal training have been the Wuest Expanded Version, Moffat, the RSV, the ASV, of
course the KJV from which I have been memorizing Scripture since age 9 and reading
through once a year for many years, and more recently I have developed a real respect
for and love of the New King James Version.

7-8: The Word "Baptism” in the New Testament.
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Since we have discussed "believe” more than "baptism” in the chapters since chapter 4
on BAPTISM, this would be a good point at which to look at all the references in the
New Testament where "baptism” is used. The word in the King James Version is found
23 times in the New Testament, and it is easily grouped into several major divisions.

1. The Baptism message from John the Baptist, both a water baptism and an immersion
(baptism) in repentance before water baptism.

(1). Matthew 3:7. When John the Baptist saw Pharisees and Sadducees, the reli-
gious leaders of the day, coming for his baptism (s), he called them “vipers" and told
them to bring to the water baptism a prerequisite of “fruits worthy of repentance.”

(2). Matthew 21:25. (also repeated in Mark 11:30 and Luke 20:4) When later some
of these same religious leaders , this time the chief priests and elders, questioned the
authority of Jesus to deliver His teachings, asked them whether the “"baptism of John"
had the authority of being from heaven or from men.

(3). Mark 1:4. (also repeated in Luke 3:3) You have in this verse the two distinct
baptisms of John, not unlike the two baptisms into Jesus of water baptism with a pre-
requisite baptism of salvation: (a). Water baptism, "John came baptizing in the wilder-
ness”; and (b) Baptism of repentance, "and preaching a baptism of repentance for the
remission of sins”. Since there is some repentance in real faith and some faith in real
repentance, you would have to say that the two baptisms of John the Baptist were
almost the same as the two baptisms from the Apostles. However, where there is any
element of doubt such as Paul encountered in believers who had only know the two bap-
tisms of John, then they were more carefully instructed on salvation and then baptized.

(4). Luke 7:29. There were cases of people, like the tax collectors, who having
participated in the two baptisms of John the Baptist, were doubtless saved in that they
"justified God", those two baptisms having, Jesus taught, come from God; and there
were the opposite cases of the Pharisees and lawyers who rejected "the will of God for
themselves” by rejecting the baptism of John the Baptist.

(5). Acts 1:22. This baptism of John was as much a part of the Gospel of Jesus
Christ that an Apostle selected to take the place of Judas Iscariot must know about as
well as all that Jesus did and said in the presence of the disciples, from that beginning
time of the Gospel until the Ascension, and witness of the Resurrection.

(6). Acts 10;37. We must be careful that those who know only the baptism of
repentance of John, sorrow for sins toward God, know also the baptism of faith of the
Gospel. What is most important again, is not the two water baptisms, but the inward
baptism of both repentance and faith. The Apostle Peter does in this verse in telling
what has just happened in Israel make a fine point of distinction between “the preach-
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ing peace through Jesus Christ" and the start of that preaching that God gave Jesus
"after the baptism which John preached".

(7). Acts 13:24. You can also see in the early preaching of the Apostle Paul in
Antioch in Pisidia that fine point of distinction between before the coming of Jesus,
when "John first preached before His coming the baptism of repentance to all the peo-
ple of Israel”, and the point in history after that when Jesus made His public appear-
ance to John and Israel, where the message of John became more that he was not the
Christ but the Christ came shortly after Him. In order to participate in the One Bap-
tism of salvation, it is important to know both repentance toward God and faith toward
the Lord Jesus Christ; and then water baptism is to be an enacted sermon and act of
faith in a work that comes behind it. And then if there was any question as to whether
that one baptism of salvation actually happened in the individual because they did not
hear all the words of faith necessary for that salvation to happen, then after they
really hear and believe, let them be baptized again. Baptism by water and immersion is
so easy; and while it has nothing t+ do with salvation, it should be done properly and only
after sufficient faith baptism.

(8). Acts 19:1-5. When Paul rebaptized disciples at Ephesus, it was after they
admitted that they did not receive inwardly the Holy Spirit which always comes with
the One Baptism. In other words, it was obvious that there was no real salvation in
their life. Unfortunately, the Pentecostals in just one of their major departures from
sound doctrine--and they have many similar violations of Scripture as given in I and IT
Corinthians all generated by a unjustified pride in the uniqueness of their church mem-
bership such as "the Word came out of them”, "the Word came to them only", "every-
one has a song, a prophecy, or a word", worship that draws attention to themselves, has
an uncertain sound and breeds confusion, and a speaking in tongues which are not really
languages, always of questionable motivations--have run amuck with a baptism for sal-
vation and then a second blessing baptism of the Spirit. No, the consistent message of
the Bible is that the One Baptism of Salvation is also an immersion of the Holy Spirit,
most often called the new birth. Of course, the work of the Spirit does continue
through the many years, however not instantaneous, as He works to make the believer
more Christ-like. In all these cases sound doctrine dictates: first comes the Baptism
of Salvation, and then comes Water Baptism.

2. Jesus used the word "baptism” for immersion to refer to the blanketing of persecu-
tions that would come His faith in rejection and crucifixion, which also would be the
type of immersion that the Apostles would have.

(1). Matthew 20:22 and 20:23 (also repeated in Mark 10:38 and 10:39 and Luke
12:50) refer to this kind of baptism of the cross and suffering that the Apostles would
share with Him.
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3. The Baptism of Salvation, the One Baptism.

(1). Romans 6:4. As Paul's great treatment and definition of the One Baptism
in Romans 6 and Romans before he refers back to it in Ephesians as the One Baptism,
and where by the way as discussed in this commentary where all the great basic doc-
trines of the Bible are mentioned as "ONEs" and where there is not One for salvation.
There is no need, that is the One Baptism. Read Ephesians 4:4-6 and then come back to
Romans 6 to define the one baptism. Well, here is some of it: (1) when we are “bap-
tized into Jesus" we are baptized into the death of Jesus--another way Paul says this in
Galatians 2:20 is that "we are crucified with Christ”. How are we crucified with Christ?
When we go down into the river or the baptistry to be immersed, or even when we have
a nudge to start speaking in tongues? No, how can we be crucified in water or speak
tongues in water! (2) Even as Christ was raised from the dead by the power of God, so
are we in the new birth raised by the power of God to walk the style of a new life.

(2). Ephesians 4:4-6, the Great Major Doctrines of Faith. Ephesians is a con-
densed summary of all the 10 letters that Paul wrote before it with the great truths,
teachings, and doctrines of the Christian Faith, and Ephesians 4:4-6 summarizes in furn
Ephesians.

"There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called in one hope of your call-
ing; one Lord, one faith, one baptism; one God and Father of all, who is above all,
and through all, and in you all.” (Ephesians 4:4-6)

Is there only one baptism in Scripture; certainly not, there is only one major baptism
that exceeds all the others in importance because it is the salvation of God.

(3). Colossians 2:12. In this similar language of Romans 6, "buried with Him in
baptism"--by the way the message of Ephesians is also repeated in Colossians, so that
Colossians like Ephesians is a summary of the first 10 books including Romans--you have
a comparison of this salvation not only in terms of a one baptism but also for emphasis
in terms of a "circumcision without hands”. Even as the one baptism is a baptism with-
out any words and any hands, so also is the one baptism like an inward circumcision
where no hands works on the flesh and there is no work on the flesh. You are reminded
again of Peter's statement about “not the putting away of the filth of the flesh”--in
other words no water involved in this baptism--but rather the inward answer of a good
conscience toward God. So much of this distortion of water baptism as part of salva-
tion, or as necessary for salvation, has come from the desire of church leaders, primar-
ily at first the Catholics and then the Episcopalians and Lutherans and Anglicans and
now the church of Christ and even others, to have control over and a part in your salva-
tion. Do not let them!

(4). Hebrews 6:2. This talks of the "doctrine of baptisms” {plural for baptisms}
in such a way as to visit up to the realities of many baptisms in the Bible; but also in
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such a way with "doctrine”, the singular, to note how they are related. Does this allow
for any such deceptive thing as a "baptism in the Spirit”, so called by the Pentecostals,
which comes after the one baptism of salvation and even after water baptism. Nol
However it does allow as you read the context of the rest of Hebrews for a complete
immersion in the Spirit over a period of time which most generally in Scripture is
"sanctification"--a life long process--most often referred fo, especially in Ephesians,
as a growth into the full stature of Christ. The problem with these Pentecostals is
that they want sanctification instantaneously; they want to have the pride of a second
blessing as unique Christians beyond what others have as they like the Gnostics gain a
spiritual knowledge not possessed by other church members; and they want instant and
easy evidence that they are the real children of God. {You see that over and over in I
and IT Corinthians.}

(5). I Peter 3:21. You saw the exegesis of this in chapter 4 in this famous
Scripture from the Apostle Peter of how the One Baptism is not the putting away of
the filth of the flesh, therefore having nothing to do with water baptism. Well, not
nothing. they are related as one doctrine of many baptisms to the extent that the
opposite of salvation, the immersion of the whole world in a flood, is related to the one
salvation.

Baptism

Have you ever asked yourself the question about the seven ONEs of Ephesians 4:4-
6, the great summary of major beliefs of the Bible, why one salvation is not men-
tioned in there with “one faith”, "one baptism”, etc. The reason is that the "bap-
tism" mentioned by Jesus in the Great Commission and the “baptism” fully
developed by Paul in Romans, is the baptism of salvation. Unfortunately, or fortu-
nately we will see as we come to look at baptism as a contemporary parable, we
always think of baptism as water baptism. Well, that is good, and that is exactly
the way it was when Jesus started His ministry in Palestine with the baptism by
John the Baptist. John, considered, the last of Old Testament Prophets, and con-
sistent with the water baptism of the Old Testament, had a ministry of prepara-
tion for Jesus centered around repentance and water baptism. This will become
clearer in this chapter.
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Contemporary baptism is a Drama Baptism based on the two baptisms that must fol-
low it in order to be an act of obedience and in order to be dramatic on what it rep-
resents: first in the background of Drama Baptism must come the Baptism of
Jesus--Jesus told of that baptism in Mark 10:35-45--a baptism of death, burial,
and resurrection; and second in the background of Drama Baptism must come a per-
sonal change in life--the same personal change Jesus speaks of in the Great Com-
mission of “believe and be baptized"--whereby there is a radical inward change of
life similar to that of which the Apostle Paul wrote in Galatians 2:20 whereby “we
are crucified with Christ {initial salvation with repentance and faith}, neverthe-
less we live {initial salvation with faith and 9 month new birth}; yet not I, but
Christ liveth in me {new birth}; and the life which I now live in the flesh {continuing
salvation in sanctification}, I live by the faith of the Son of God {adoption}, who
loved me {reconciliation} and gave His life {redemption} for me."

4-1: Baptism in the Old Testament.

Since "baptism" literally means a "physical process" there are many kinds of bap-
tisms mentioned in the Bible, including in the Writing Prophets. In fact the most
important baptism for salvation--the “baptism spoken of my Jesus in the Great
Commission of "believe and be baptized“--let me call it "baptism of salvation" for
now and I will explain it later, is mentioned in the Writings of Jeremiah and Ezekiel.
{You will have trouble believing that such a distinctively Christian doctrine as "bap-
tism" is tfaught in the OT if you have not come to see the NT as not a replacement
of the OT, but rather as both a clarification of the OT in the light of the life and
teachings of Jesus, and of course the death; and as a special Bible of Gospel for the
Gentiles.

In the verse we look at from I Corinthians 10:1-4 below, there is a national baptism
being spoken of, a baptism of the nation of Israel if you would. Have you ever won-
dered how the nation of Israel could be a chosen nation of God, and yet almost all
of the children of Israel in the wilderness were denied by God “eternal rest”. Yes,
of the first generation of the children of Israel called out of Egypt, none were
saved except Moses, Aaron, Joshua, and Caleb, and all the children under 20 years
of age. {The only difference there is that it is at a nation level so that the
prediction is made of the time of Christ when the whole nation of “selfs" will be
baptized.} Consider as one example of the many different usages of the word
"baptism" in the Bible, you have a "baptism into Moses in the cloud and the sea" in I
Corinthians.
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"Moreover, brethren, | do not want you to be unaware that all our fathers
were under the cloud, all passed through the sea, all were baptized into
Moses in the cloud and in the sea, all ate the same spiritual food, and all
drank the same spiritual drink. For they drank of that spiritual Rock that
followed them, and that Rock was Christ. But with most of them God was
not well pleased, for their bodies were scattered in the wilderness.” (I
Corinthians 10:1-5 NJKV)

Exegesis: (1) all of our forefathers, Paul said, experienced the physical blessings
from God of rescue from Egyptian bondage and personally witnessed the miracle of
passing through the Red Sea on dry land; (2) all the children of Israel had a bap-
tism “into Moses"--hardly sufficient for salvation as into Moses and not into
Christ--which here is a baptism by an immersion in the cloud and the sea; (3) all of
the children of Israel, at this point after Mount Sinai you would have to call them
both a "congregation” and a nation, in the wilderness wanderings for 40 years would
partake of the physical blessings of food and water from God; (4) they even drank
"spiritually” of the Rock of Christ--they drank but not hard enough and not long
enough as constantly they were working on the more difficult task of developing “a
evil heart of unbelief in departing from the living God"; and (5) this national bap-
tism was not sufficient for salvation as God was not well pleased but with a few,
their bodies were scattered in the wilderness rather than being allowed in the
Promised Land and a new generation--all of those under 21 years of age--would have
40 more years in the wilderness of faith testing, and most significantly according
to the book of Hebrews they were not allowed to enter into God's eternal rest of
heaven. You will recall from the treatment in the book of Hebrews that the bottom
line of this is that almost all that came out of Egypt, because of their unbelief,
were not allowed to go into the Promised Land nor allowed to go to heaven. They all
saw these miracles and works of God but not all believed. Now, you will notice the
wording related to the cloud and the seaq, "under the cloud" and that is called a bap-
tism into Moses and "passed through the sea" which is also called a baptism into
Moses. Perhaps this one example from the OT as made clear in the NT will open
your mind to the fact of the many types of baptism in the Bible, in order that we
can proceed with Paul on the most significant of all baptisms for salvation, the bap-
tism of salvation. And just fo mention a few by way of a preliminary introduction:
there is Holy Spirit baptism, world baptism, Christ baptism, self baptism, and
water baptism. The Holy Spirit baptism {one of the most abused Bible doctrines
in belief and practice by those called Pentecostals} which happens to all Chris-
tians when they believe, it is generally called the new birth experience in the Bible,
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is what I am referring to here as salvation baptism. It can best be introduced by I
Peter 3:21.

"The like figure whereunto even baptism doth also now save us (not the
putting away of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience
toward God,) by the resurrection of Jesus Christ..." (I Peter 3:21 KJV)

This baptism is described as "not the putting away of the filth of the flesh, but the
answer of a good conscience toward God". Parenthetically, you will notice that to
put away the filth of the flesh, immersion is required; but the baptism of which the
Apostle Peter is writing, has nothing tfo do with water baptism by immersion, or
water baptism period, it is baptism however that does save. What is the baptism
that saves? Would you think that it is the same as the message of the Great Com-
mission since Jesus gave that commission in order for disciples all over the world to
experience salvation, "believe and be baptized"! That is the baptism that saves, and
it is a different baptism from water baptism. What saves is: "the answer of a good
conscience tfoward God". It is a response on your part and on my part, and we will
continue to talk about it first on the national level as a prediction in Jeremiah and
Ezekiel and then on a personal level as the fulfillment started after the Ascension
of Christ. After Jeremiah and Ezekiel, and when we get back to this passage of I
Peter 3:18-22, T want to develop it under 4 figures of baptism: first, World Bap-
tism, as the passage mentions how the whole world except for eight souls was cov-
ered and destroyed with water; second as Christ Baptism as the Bible calls the
death, burial, and resurrection of Christ for our salvation a "baptism"; thirdly, Self
Baptism, as even as Christ died, was buried, and arose, we over ourselves are to
experience a death, burial, and resurrection--more precisely in the Bible this is
called repentance and the new birth; and lastly Water Baptism, as the Bible com-
mands us to be immersed in the water as a command of obedience to the example of
Christ and as a figure or representation of what has already happened spiritually to
the self. (That will preach, right!)

4-2: The 4 figures of baptism of I Peter 3:18-22.

Okay, I think we have enough background from the predictions of the Writing
Prophets, to go into the real thing that happened during the time of Christ and of
His apostles, in particular we will focus around the Apostle Peter and the book of T
Peter as found in 3:18-22. Can I read it one more time, this time in the total con-
text; and as I do so please look for the 4 figures of baptism: world baptism, the
baptism of Christ, baptism of self, and water baptism.
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"For Christ also suffered once for sins, the just for the unjust, that He
might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive by the
Spirit, by whom also He went and preached to the spirits in prison, who
formerly were disobedient, when once the longsuffering of God waited in
the day of Noah, while the ark was being prepared, in which a few, that is,
eight souls, were saved through water. There is also an antitype which
now saves us, hamely baptism (not the removal of the filth of the flesh, but
the answer of a good conscience toward God), through the resurrection of
Jesus Christ, who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God,
angels and authorities and powers having been made subject to Him." (I
Peter 3:18-22 NJKYV)

1. The Baptism of the World. There is always so much interest in who and
where Christ preached to the souls in prison that I will deal with it up front. Many
of you know that the doctrine of the Mormons is that Jesus during the three days
between death and resurrection came to the land of the United States and
preached to the American Indians. However, the real context is that He went to
Hades, the place in between heaven and hell, and preached to all the souls of the
world that were destroyed during the flood. The context also speaks of the
patience and longsuffering of God with the people of the world during the forty
years that Noah preached and prepared the ark for the great flood that destroyed
the whole world. The whole world was baptized with water, and that flood of water
resulted in the salvation of only 8 souls! {It is interesting how in the BIBLE AS
HISTORY that Werner Keller tells of the archaeological discovery of the ark
setting on mount Ararat. Well, the biblical story of the flood, of course, is
recorded in Genesis 6.} Can you conceive of a world today that has so far drifted
from the Bible in emphasis that it automatically thinks of “baptism” in terms of
only what happens to an individual as they are immersed before a local church or
sprinkled. {Of course sprinkling can in no way be considered any form of bap-
tism since baptism literally means immersion. Parenthetically, perhaps that is
part or our problem: since the most important baptism of the NT is a spiritual
immersion inside the individual believer as they believe, and since the change in
many individuals is more like a sprinkling change that an immersion change, we
have superficial salvation in many cases instead of real salvation.} In order to
stop the process of always automatically thinking of baptism in terms of what hap-
pens to a person in the local baptistry, can you conceive as a beginning a "world bap-
tism". Surely, you know that can not take place in your local church baptistry. So
already you have opened the doors of your mental logic, fo consider that beyond
world baptism, there are three other distinct meanings of baptism in I Peter 3:18-
22.
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2. The Baptism of Christ is a figure of world baptism for salvation. Look again
at the text and context of the verse above from I Peter 3. What you find there is
a "baptism which saves us”; and since you know the consistent message of the Bible
to be that salvation can come for the world only through Christ, then baptism here
is just the Apostle Peter's way to talk about a kind of baptism that is the salvation
provision for the world. You also see this in the "by the resurrection” of Christ,
knowing that this kind of baptism, alias salvation, comes through the death and res-
urrection of Christ. Is your brain starting to get with the Apostle Peter, and the
Holy Spirit through Peter? Now, this by far does not mean that all the world is
saved by this kind of baptism. Even as in John 3:16 where God so loved the world
and as God gave His Son for the world and still an individual in the world must
"believe" in order to receive this baptism of Christ for the world, so also the world
baptism only applies with individual "believe”. You begin, I hope, to see a summary
of the Bible and in particular the 14 letters of the Apostle Paul around the subject
of "Believe and Be Baptized" It is only another sign of how far our doctrines have
drifted from the Bible of the Apostles, that we tend to think of baptism as only
what happens in the baptistry. That is a form of baptism, but only one of the four
baptisms. {Actually there are five baptisms if you allow for the false doctrine
of the Pentecostals where they get a baptism, they claim, of the Holy Spirit
after the baptism of salvation; and which most generally, they believe, leads
them to talk in tongues. In reality, many of the problems that Paul dealt with
in the church at Corinth, and which is recorded in I and II Corinthians, centers
around the kind of self-centeredness of a group of people who think they have
special wisdom, that the Word of God came to them only, or that the Word of
6od came out of them: and this folly of unsound doctrine is what has lead us
to the common false practice of false Bible teachers today who claim to receive
special revelations from God. You know what I mean, those who say “"God told
me” or “"God gave me”. You would think that they are a Pope or a President of

the Mormon Church who also claim when they speak to speak special revelations
from God.}

3. The Baptism of Self is a figure of Christ's baptism. You must see in the little
parenthetical expression of I Peter 3:18-22, the "namely baptism (not the
removal of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience
toward God)”, that the kind of baptism is one that takes place inwardly in the individ-
ual. It is NOT the physical water coming in contact with the outward flesh in order to
make it clean. This baptism gets to the internal conscience; this baptism allows the soul
and spirit of the believer to get a good answer to God; and this baptism is what comes
automatically as a person truly believes. That is exactly what Mark is saying in Mark
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16:16: "He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does not believe will
be condemned.” (NKJV) Why is a person not condemned if they are not baptized,
since the second part of the verse says that they are condemned if they do not
believe. Well, it is automatic: even as the inward change by God through the Spirit, so
drastic as to be called "baptism” in the Bible, comes automatically with “believe”, so a
failure to believe automatically prohibits the corresponding inward change.

4. Water baptism is a figure of inward baptism and the baptism of Christ. Yes
the water baptism that takes place in the church baptistry is one of the 4 main
baptisms of the Bible, in particular of I Peter 3:18-22. You remember it was this
kind of baptism that was an essential part of the ministry of John the Baptist; and
also recall that Jesus as He was baptized in the baptistry of the Jordan River,
stated that this kind of baptism was done by Him as an example for others, and as
an act of obedience. {This very act of obedience implies that it is a work that
can be done by the individual believer: in no way related to salvation because
salvation comes by “grace only”, and "not of {any} works, lest any man should
boast”.} VYes, baptism in the baptistry, at least when done by immersion, repre-
sents two historical and spiritual facts that come before it: (1) Another kind of
baptism that Peter calls the world baptism of Christ--that is, salvation by the cru-
cifixion and resurfacing of Christ--the provides for the world a baptism of salva-
tion when accepted individually by belief; and (2) An inward change that has already
occurred inside the believer.

4-3: National Baptism in Jeremiah.

A good Jeremiah introduction to this "national baptism" which later I will relate to
salvation baptism is in Jeremiah 24 with the parable of the two baskets of figs.
Here is what God showed to Jeremiah as recorded in Jeremiah 24. Two baskets of
figs were set before the temple in Jerusalem after Nebuchadrezzar, king of Baby-
lon, took the king of Judah and many others captive to Babylon.

"One basket had very good figs, even like the figs that are first ripe: and
the other basket had very naughty figs, which could not be eaten, they
were so bad. Then said the LORD unto me, What seest thou, Jeremiah?
And | said, Figs; the good figs, very good; and the evil, very evil, that can-
not be eaten, they are so evil. Thus saith the LORD, the God of Israel; Like
(another figure like world baptism and water baptism) these good figs, so
will | acknowledge them that are carried away captive of Judah, whom I
have sent out of this place into the land of the Chaldeans for their good. "
(Jeremiah 24:2,3,5 KJV)
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This is like the parables Jesus fold, then explained later to His disciples. God
explains it to Jeremiah, then Jeremiah in furn through his book explains it to us. In
fact, shortly before His crucifixion as recorded in the Gospels, Jesus compared the
nation of Israel to a fig tree which would not yield fruit, and told additional para-
bles and teachings on eschatology that numbered the days of salvation for Israel in
a completion of the abominations of desolation of Daniel. Jesus weep over Jerusa-
lem and Israel, a chosen place and a chosen people since Abraham; but when God
promised to bless the seed of Abraham, it was singular seed representing only
Christ Himself, and shortly after the crucifixion of Christ only approximately
100,000 Jews were allowed to be saved, then the nation was cut off, probably until
the new Jerusalem of heaven on earth. Then just like Jesus would tell a parable to
the whole multitude then take the disciples aside and explain it, God explains the
parable to Jeremiah and to us. "Again the word of the LORD came unto me, say-
ing..." (Jeremiah 24:4 KJV) So that you get the impression that Jeremiah show the
two baskets before the temple at the time of Captivity, then after pondering on it
for a while--like the disciples--were given the explanation. Notice God had deliv-
ered them into captivity for their own good. Recall that Jeremiah for years had
preached submission to Nebuchadrezzar, king of Babylon, because that was the way
God had planned it. Much like when God sent Joseph and the while family of Israel
down into Egypt during the famine, it was for their own good. Okay, the promise
and the prediction starts next.

"For | will set mine eyes upon them for good, and | will bring them again to
this land: and | will build them, and not pull them down; and | will plant
them, and not pluck them up. And | will give them an heart to know me,
that | am the LORD: and they shall be my people, and | will be their God:
for they shall return unto me with their whole heart.” (Jeremiah 24:6,7
KJV)

You can not find a better description of the new birth than this “heart to know"
God of Jeremiah, especially when you consider the amplifying verses of Jeremiah
with the promises to both take away the stony hear and to put a new heart in His
people. {Have this group of people become the Gentiles as well as the Jews. Yes,
the Gentiles more than the Jews after the initial period of Acts where so many
Jews were converted, then during the time of the Apostle Paul, cut off by and large
with a few exceptions. {This is the bottom line of the abomination of desolations
of Daniel. Desolations from the destruction of the temple and Jerusalem, yes:
desolations as the people had to flee the invading Roman Army of General Titus
in 75 A.D, yes; but the desolation of all desolations was that Jews would be
cut off as the chosen nation of God for salvation, while still allowed to exist as
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a nation, and given as usual the function as custodians of the oracles of God.}
This is what I like to call "salvation baptism". God giving them a new heart, a heart
that knows God, a whole heart that knows God, and they truly become a people of
God personally as more than a nation, and God is truly their God in the full sense of
the word. Once again when we take a closer look at the passage of I Peter 3:18-22,
I will show how this is the equivalent of the "not putting away of the filth of the
flesh but the answer of a good conscience toward God"; it is the new birth; it is the
baptism into Christ with His death, burial, and resurrection; it is repentance and
faith; and it is what I like to when discussing I Peter 3 to call "self baptism"
{Really I think I should say baptism of self, because it is not something that
you can do for yourself.} It must be your answer of a good conscience to God, but
only God can give the new birth. However, I am sure that you want to know the end
of the story about figs. The good figs were the people of Judah that were taken
captive to Babylon, the bad figs were the ones that remained in Judah. Now, I am
not sure exactly how God separated them in order to deliver the good figs into the
hands of Babylon, and o keep the bad figs out. I am sure it related somewhat fo
what God had told them through Jeremiah, and their obedience to that decision.

"And as the evil figs, which cannot be eaten, they are so evil; surely thus
saith the LORD, So will | give Zedekiah the king of Judah {remember when
Nebuchadrezzar took king Jehoiachin and others to Babylon, he placed
Zedekiah over the people left in the land}, and his princes, and the residue
of Jerusalem, that remain in this land, and them that dwell in the land of
Egypt: And | will deliver them to be removed into all the kingdoms of the
earth for their hurt, to be a reproach and a proverb, a taunt and a curse, in
all places whither | shall drive them. And | will send the sword, the fam-
ine, and the pestilence, among them, till they be consumed from off the
land that | gave unto them and to their fathers."” (Jeremiah 24:8-10 KJV)

Notice that God has always tried to purge the people that are called by His name,
the bad from among the good whether you call them figs or wheat. (Of course,
after the time of Christ He started doing things differently, said leave the chaff
among the wheat, in other words leave them alone, and the separation would come
at Judgment at the end of time instead of continually as in the Old Testament
times.) He has always desired a small group or nation, if you will, of dedicated
believers. That was part of the passage of I Corinthians 10:1-12. Let us expand
what we looked at to the larger context.

"Moreover, brethren, | do not want you to be unaware that all our fathers
were under the cloud, all passed through the sea, all were baptized into
Moses in the cloud and in the sea, all ate the same spiritual food, and all
drank the same spiritual drink. For they drank of that spiritual Rock that
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followed them, and that Rock was Christ. But with most of them (notice
that God was displeased with "most of them"”, most of the people named
as the people of God)...But with most of them God was not well pleased,
for their bodies were scattered in the wilderness. Now these things
became our examples, to the intent that we should not lust after evil
things as they also lusted. And do not become idolaters as were some of
them. As it is written, "'The people sat down to eat and drink, and rose up
to play." Nor let us commit sexual immorality, as some of them did, and in
one day twenty-three thousand fell (and Numbers 25:9 indicates there
were additional deaths afterwards); nor let us tempt Christ, as some of
them also tempted, and were destroyed by serpents; nor murmur, as some
of them also murmured, and were destroyed by the destroyer. Now all
these things happened to them as examples, and they were written for our
admonition, on whom the ends of the ages have come. Therefore let him
who thinks he stands take heed lest he fall.” (I Corinthians 10:1-12 NJKV)

T like this figure of speech. Paul is saying that a person or group of persons, in this
case the church at Corinth, can be so far out of it mentally and spiritual as to think
they are standing up when in reality they are flat on the floor. When I come back
to the 4 figures of baptism of I Peter 3, I would compare it to persons thinking
that their head is above water--that they are treading water or floating--when in
reality they have sunk under the water!

4-4: More on "Baptism of Self" as Predicted in Ezekiel.

You see what God was telling Jeremiah back in Judah about this new heart, what I like
to call the baptism of self, he was also telling Ezekiel who was already in Babylon captiv-
ity. This kind of consistency and comparing scripture with scripture is part of what
gives us confidence that the Bible of 66 books is the Word of God.

"Therefore say, Thus saith the Lord GOD; I will even gather you from the
people, and assemble you out of the countries where ye have been scat-
tered, and | will give you the land of Israel. And they shall come thither,
and they shall take away all the detestable things thereof and all the
abominations thereof from thence. And | will give them one heart, and |
will put a new spirit within you; {ah, a new spirit, so that you begin to see
that the one new heart is also a new spirit and also begin to see that this
could be such a change in the inward self as to call it the "baptism of
self"}; and | will take the stony heart out of their flesh, (this would be more
of the change of self as the old sinful heart of stone is removed, repen-
tance), and will give them an heart of flesh: (a heart that is practical to live
out the inwardly changed newness) That they may walk in my statutes,
and keep mine ordinances, and do them: and they shall be my people, and
1 will be their God. But as for them whose heart walketh after the heart of
their detestable things and their abominations, | will recompense their
way upon their own heads, saith the Lord GOD." (Ezekiel 11:17-21 KJV)

NDT, Jeremiah and Prophesy 163



Calamities Chase Chastisement

It should be mentioned at this point that we know that even among the people
that were restored fo the land of Israel after Captivity, only a remnant of the
remnant received the new heart. We see that in the last book of the Old Testa-
ment, the book of Malachi; and we will come to that book in a later chapter. And
then we also know that even during the life of Christ, only a minority of Israel
turned to faith with a new heart in Christ. In fact, the nature of the nation of
Israel as Paul tells us in the book of Romans changed dramatically: (1) the real
Israel or real children of God became more Gentiles than national Jews; and (2) the
kingdom of Christ became more a larger, selected entity among all peoples than on
a dedicated piece of land. {We will get into this latter aspect more in the book
of Daniel where the prediction is made of the kingdoms to come after Captiv-
ity. If time and pages do not permit in this volume 3, then please read volume
5 on "The Message of the Writing Prophets”.}

Galatians, Gospel of the One Baptism

By now, Paul has started to overlap many of the revelations that he received from the
Ascended Christ; but as new problems arise in the churches that he started, the Holy
Spirit gives him additional answers, and Paul has far from utilized all the OT quotes
that he recorded on a parchment back at Tarsus for explanation in NT Scriptures.
Here in Galatians the focus is again on the Gospel, giving to the Galatians a miniature of
the same Gospel he preached for the Hebrews and Romans. Decidedly, do you have
here in Galatians a miniature of Romans. If there is a major step of progression in
Galatians as compared to Romans on the Gospel, it is with a renewed emphasis on the
One Baptism. Before Paul will make his summary of the major doctrines of the Bible in
the Seven ONEs of Ephesians, it remains to fully develop as part of Scriptures the
One Baptism which is really quite synonymous with salvation. While in the Seven ONEs
you will not find “one salvation”, you will find the “one baptism".

"There is one body {developed in I Corinthians where there are many members of
the total body of Christ, the churches}, and one Spirit {IT Corinthians does as
much to advance the arguments of the one Holy Spirit as any other, where the
new covenant is administered by this One Spirit}, one hope of your calling {we saw
that in Timothy Paul got around to the one calling}, one Lord {well, the Lord Jesus
Christ was magnified in many Scriptures from Paul, but we would have to say the
most magnificent is in Hebrews where even before Jesus as the author and fin-
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